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ForewoǊŘΧ 
 
 

Nearly the entire document herein contained represents years of research by 
Bobby Edwards.  Bobby, AKA kapracing on the forum(s), has dedicated his time 
and energy to the preservation and restoration of SSP Mustangs that were used 
in service by the Georgia State Patrol.  Bobby has not only restored several GSP 
Mustangs himself, but he has taken the time to work directly with members of 
the GSP (both current and retired) to document each and every one of the SSP 
Mustangs used by the GSP. 
 
This document represents the culmination of work done by Bobby.  By 
publishing this information, the GSP is now the best documented State agency 
to have used SSP Mustangs.  More information will certainly surface, but we 
now have vital information to confirm all 310 SSP Mustangs used by the GSP.  
Verified cars will be added to the SSP VIN Project as that information is released 
for our use, and we should eventually have documentation published in the 
Project for all of their SSP Mustangs. 
 
For his tireless work and dedication, we at www.specialservicemustang.net 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ά¢I!bY ¸h¦έ ǘƻ .ƻōōȅ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΗ 

 

 

  

http://www.specialservicemustang.net/


A Brief History 

The Georgia State Patrol or ά GSP ά first used Mustangs in 1982 when they tested 

three 82 Mustang GT's. They not only evaluated three Mustangs but three 

Firebird Trans Am's as well. They were looking for a patrol car to keep up with 

the newer, faster production cars of that time. 

.

(Jimmy Crump then Fleet Manager posing with 82 GT Mustangs test car) 





Jimmy Crump even had a 1982 GT to test himself (although it was not out on patrol) 

Jimmy Crump posing with 82 Trans Am test car. 



 

 



  

 

The T/A's were not very well received, so the following year the GSP placed an 

order for 10 of the newly released Special Service Package (SSP) Mustangs.  

 

 

 

  



1983's 

The first ten SSPs were used in service as slick tops, and had 4-speed manual 

transmissions. Most (but not all) had Yankee housings with Par 36 blue 

extended bulbs mounted under the front bumper.  

Publicity photo taking by GSP 

 



The following pictures and articles are from Retired Trooper Sam Patrick. 

Included are two pictures that never made it into the Popular aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎΩ issue. 

 

 



This photo never made it into the Popular aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎΩ ƛǎǎǳŜ.  Note the mis-

aligned light on the passenger side.  Apparently, they pushed the car hard into 

the turns and dips of the road course! 

 

 



 

  







 

 

 

 

  



The following pictures are from retired Captain Carlton Stallings. 

 

 



 

  
Side note: In 1983, Fleet Manager (Jimmy Crump) was also offered a "special 
deal" on another 83 (non SSP) Mustang (brown in color).  It was also put into 
service as a fully marked patrol unit.  
 

 



Fact: the GSP did not order any more Mustangs until 1988. Rumor has it;  it was 

due to six of the ten being totaled in a short period of time. Another rumor is 

that those wrecked 83's were sent to the Fire Fighter Training academy in 

Forsyth for practice. 

 

 



However with a little time passing and the availability of an automatic 

transmission option, the GSP placed it biggest order of all with 100 units in 1988. 

Ford flew some key figures from GSP up to Dearborn to present them with the 

first few Mustangs.  

Ford had them all lettered up and waiting for their arrival. 

 

However, Fleet Manager Jimmy Crump, refused to take shipment of the 

prepared cars due to the bumpers being painted gray. Not wanting to leave 

empty handed, he did take one back with him. Ford repainted the refused carsΩ 

bumpers and shipped them later...   

 

(Great shot of new 1988 SSP Mustang arrivals) 
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hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ууΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΣ the GSP sent the first group of Troopers (assigned a 

Mustang) to the Forsyth Training Center, to get them a little more familiar with 

the smaller, lighter, and faster patrol units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This was the second 1988 Mustang delivered to GSP (note the repainted bumper 

covers).  

 

  



This was also a publicity photo by GSP to announce their new patrol units. 

 
  



The assigned Troopers were very proud of their new patrol units. Georgia had 48 

Posts at that time and each Post received at least two SSP Mustangs.   

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



Even with all these precautions, accidents were inevitable... 

 



 

 

The D{tΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ to install roll bars in their patrol cars was a very good one. It 

saved more than one TrooperΩs lives.  

 

 



 

 

All the Troopers driving these wrecked Mustangs survived and recovered. 

  



Out of all the GSP Mustangs used in service, only one Trooper lost his life in a 

Mustang. (For the record I have not, nor ever will post up pictures of that 

ǿǊŜŎƪύΧ wLt YŜƛǘƘ ά.ǳƭƭέ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΧ  

 

  

The GSP continued to order Mustangs through 1992, and the breakdown goes 

like this: 

1983 - GSP ordered 10 SSP Mustangs 
1988 - GSP ordered 100 
1989 - GSP ordered 42 
1990 - GSP ordered 55  
1991 - GSP ordered 83 (its second largest order of  SSP Mustangs) 
1992 - GSP ordered 20 (It's final year for the GSP SSP) 

 
Reportedly, 1991 was to be GSP's final year of the Mustang because the GSP 

was under contract with GM for 1992.  Jimmy Crump was able sneak in the 20; 

one single car first, then 19 more after he saw he could get away with it.  Jimmy 

was not able to pull it off again in 1993; the last year of the SSP option. That 

leaves a grand total of 310 SSP Mustangs plus 4 non SSP Mustangs used by GSP. 

(5 if you count Jimmy CrumpΩs red 82). 

 



ά¢ƘŜ D{t tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
 

The last SSP to be turned in was done so by Lt. Don Stultz in 2002. That car was 

retained by the State as a PR/Show car. It was recently restored for the GSP with 

parts and monetary donations contributed by members of both SSP devoted 

websites:  

  "specialservicemustang.net" and "sspmustang.org"  

 

Big thanks to all that contributed along the way!  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Restoration Info 

 

DECALS 

1983 GSP Mustangs used orange lettering with the huge 8" seal (The only year 

Mustang to do so).  

 
  

 

1988 -1992 GSP Mustangs used blue and gray. They also dropped the seal size 

down to 6" 

 

 



.      

Thw  

 

The Troopers badge # is also the cars roof and license plate #. The cars 

permanent # (better known as Perm #) is written on the core support and fan 

ǎƘǊƻǳŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǇŜƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƴƪ ІΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ІΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ 

for the year (in this carΩs case 9222 is for 89). The next three numbers represent 

the number vehicle purchased by GSP that year (in this carΩs case, it was the 

222nd car purchased in 1989). 

 



EQUIPMENT

 

wŀŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōŀǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ά¢ǊŜŜέ. Other equipment was 

mounted to the tree or to the dash depending on Troopers preference. 

 



Radio 
The majority of all GSP Mustangs used the Motorola Radio. 

 

The only other radio used was the GE Ranger.  The GE did not have a very good 

long distance reception, so it was only used in metro cities. 

   



Antennas 
A base GSP Mustang had two antennas: one 18" 1/4 wave; and a short 3-5" 1/4 

wave for the repeater on their body. The Motorola radios used 1/4 wave 

antennas 18" in length. In some cases in very rural areas they were upgraded to 

the CB style antenna for better reception. The repeater radios used the short 1/4 

wave antennas. Those short 1/4 waves were also used for the VCR. Troopers 

were allowed to outfit their cars with their personal CB radios if desired. So 

some cars had CB antennas as well. It is not unusual to see them with between 

two and four antennas, with three being the most common.  

 

 

 

  



C.B. Radios 

CB radios were not issued by the GSP. Troopers were however allowed to install 

their own. Finding four antenna holes in your SSP would indicate that the car 

was outfitted with a CB radio.  Unless the assigned Trooper is able now to tell 

you what CB radio he used in a particular car, then any popular CB radio from 

that era would be considered correct. 

 

RADARS 

Radars  were purchased by the counties for the GSP to use. Unless you can verify 

through a Trooper that worked that county (at the time the Mustang was in 

service), the only option is to use one from that era. Here is a list of known make 

and models used by GSP in some Mustangs. 

Kustom KR10 

Kustom SP10 

Kustom Trooper 

Kustom Hawk 

Decatur I 

Decatur II 

Genesis I 

 

Kustom KR10 being the most common. 



LIGHTS 

1983 

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘǿƻ light set ups in 1983. Most used Yankee housings bolted to the 

bottom of the front bumper covers. Inside the Yankee housings were the Whelen 

Par 36 strobes with extended bulbs. Some used the state of the art (for that 

time) Whelen Responder dash mounted magnetic lights. Later on a few were 

upgraded with Whelen dash masters (the square ones) hung from windshield 

molding and in rear deck.  Both light configurations however, used the Dash 

Master as deck lights. 

ά¸!bY99έ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άtŀǊ ос ǎǘǊƻōŜ ōƭǳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōǳƭōέ 


